Lesson 9 Document 47

Slaves don’t try to run away

Duncan Clinch Heyward was born during the civil war. He was a planter, businessman and eventually governor of South Carolina. In 1937 he wrote a reflection on his youth entitled Seed from Madagascar. Its title refers to the fact that rice, a major crop in South Carolina, came from Madagascar in 1680’s.
The rule that the slaves should not leave plantation without permission, I am sure, was often broken, especially at night. When they were back on time for work in the morning, the drivers said nothing. The Negroes were never kept under guard, and it was not difficult for them to obtain permission occasionally to  leave  the  plantation during the day when it did not interfere with their work. When night came, they were expected to be in their own houses, but no doubt this rule was often violated, by the men especially. The enforcement was left largely to the head drivers. Though the overseer would try to see that it was carried out. Usually at night the drivers were in their own houses, and a slave who happened to be interested in their whereabouts knew they were there and realized if he could "ketch back tore day clean” the risk was small, for there were so many of them  and all were dressed alike. The county patrols had little or nothing to do, for seldom did a Negro on the Combahee try to run away.
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