Lesson 9  Document 38 

Olmsted witnesses the whipping of a female slave

Before Frederick Law Olmsted became known as a famed landscape architect and designer of Central Park he traveled as a reporter on for the New York Times. He published a book, A Journey in the Seaboard Slave States. 

It was the first time I had ever seen a woman flogged. …

…. [The overseer]  laughed as he joined us, and said: “She meant to cheat me out of a day’s work, and she has done it, too. “

 “Did you succeed in getting another story from her?” I asked, as Soon as I could trust myself to speak. 

“No; she stuck to it.” 

“Was it not perhaps true?” 

“Oh no, sir; she slipped out of the gang when they were going to work, and she’s been dodging about all day, going from one place to another as she saw me coming.” ~l 

‘Was it necessary to punish her so severely?” 

“Oh yes, sir,” (laughing again). “If I hadn’t, she would have done the same thing again to-morrow, and half the people on the plantation would have followed her example. Oh, you’ve no idea how lazy these niggers are; you Northern people don’t know anything about it. They’d never do any work at all if they were not afraid of being whipped. “ 

From  The Cotton Kingdom, by Frederick Law Olmsted, 1861, was a compendium of three earlier books; the text used here is from the 1969 Modern Library edition, edited by Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.  

Reprinted in Witnessing America Compiled and Edited by Noel Rae, Penguin, NY, 1996 p 191

