Lesson 8 document 28 

In 1832 Captain Benjamin L. E. Bonneville left the east to explore the mountains of California for three years. When he returned he sold the rights to his story to Washington Irving. Irving edited Bonneville’s journals and published them in 1837 as The Adventures of Captain Bonneville: or, Scenes beyond the Rocky Mountains of the Far West.

Here he describes the meeting of the mountain men

The Green River Valley was at this time [c. 1832] the scene of one of those general gatherings of traders, trappers, and Indians, that we have already mentioned. The three rival companies, which for a year past had been endeavoring to out-trade, outtrap, and outwit each other, were here encamped in close proximity, awaiting their annual supplies. … The hunting season over, all past tricks and maneuvers are forgotten, all feuds and bickerings buried in oblivion. From the middle of June to the middle of September all trapping is suspended, for the beavers are then shedding their furs and their skins are of little value. This, then, is the trapper's holiday, when he is all for fun and frolic and ready for a saturnalia among the mountains.

…. But the rich treat .. was to see the "chivalry" of the various encampments engaged in contests of skill at running, jumping, wrestling, shooting with the rifle, and running horses. And then their rough hunters' feastings and carousals. They drank together, they sang, they laughed, they whooped; they tried to outbrag and outlie each other in stories of their adventures and achievements. …

The presence of the Shoshone tribe contributed occasionally to cause temporary jealousies and feuds. The Shoshone beauties became objects of rivalry among some of the amorous mountaineers. Happy was the trapper who could muster up a red blanket, a string of gay beads, or a paper of pre​cious vermilion with which to win the smiles of a Shoshone fair one.

…. The trappers were newly fitted out and arrayed and dashed about with their horses caparisoned in Indian style. The Shoshone beau​ties also flaunted about in all the colors of the rain​bow. Every freak of prodigality was indulged to its fullest extent, and in a little while most of the trap​pers, having squandered away all their wages and perhaps run knee-deep in debt, were ready for another hard campaign in the wilderness.
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