Lesson 8 Document 27

Timothy Flint a Harvard graduate did missionary work in the west from 1816 – 1826. He described a typical backwoodsman in his book Recollections of the Last Ten Years
The backwoodsman of the west..  is generally an amiable and virtuous man. His general motive for coming here is to be a freeholder, to have plenty of rich land, and to be able to settle his children about him. … His manners are rough. He wears… a long beard. He has a great quantity of bear- or deerskins wrought into his household establishment, his furniture and dress. He carries a knife … and when in the woods has a rifle on his back and a pack of dogs at his heels. An Atlantic stranger … would recoil from a reencounter with him. But remember that his rifle and his dogs are among his chief means of support and profit. Remember that all his first days here were passed in dread of the savages. Remember that he still encounters them, still meets bears and panthers. Enter his door and tell him you … wish the shelter of his cabin for the night. The welcome is indeed seemingly ungracious: “I reckon you can stay” or “I suppose we must let you stay.” But this apparent ungraciousness is the harbinger of every kindness that he can bestow and every comfort that his cabin can afford. Good coffee, cornbread and butter, venison, pork, wild and tame fowls, are set before you. His wife, timid, silent, reserved, but constantly attentive to your comfort, does not sit at the table with you, but like the wives of the patriarchs, stands and attends on you. You are shown to the best bed which the house can afford. When this kind of hospitality has been afforded you as long as you choose to stay, and when you depart and speak about your bill, you are most commonly told with some slight mark of resentment that they do not keep tavern. 

Timothy Flint. Recollections of the last ten years, passed in occasional residences and journeyings in the valley of the Mississippi. Boston: 1826, and later editions, the most accessible of which is that by C. Hartley Grattan. 
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