Lesson 7 Document 7

Newspaper in favor of child labor

Niles' Weekly Register, June 7, 1817, pp. 226-227.
The great objection to manufactures was, that they abstracted labor from the more profit​able and more healthy pursuits of agriculture. And this might have been a reasonable objec​tion when able-bodied men were doing the work that is now better done by little girls from six to twelve years old . . . Messrs. Robert and Alexander M'Kim have a cotton mill in Balti​more, driven by steam, capable of making a certain quantity of yarn per annum. 

…M'Kims were capable of transmitting some useless substance into pure gold of that value; for in the whole establishment they employ but two or three men; — all the rest, in number about 100, are girls from 6 to 12 or 13 years of age, and a few women; who, without this employ, would earn nothing at all. Mr. A. M'Kim (the late member of congress from this city) informs me, that many of his little work-people read and write handsomely. They live with their parents, who are generally poor, but not the most indigent; and their wages assist in sending them to school or furnish them with clothes to appear decently there. The little girls often seek employment for the avowed purpose of earning money to buy clothes to go to school in, and no difficulty is found in ob​taining as many hands as are wanted. We feel warranted in saying that this factory is a bless​ing and a comfort to many families in its neighborhood. 
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