Lesson 5 Document 1

April 3 1841 The Steamboat Creole, Captain Balman, on her passage down the Mississippi, caught fire near the mouth of Red River, and was immedi​ately wrapped in flames. Her tiller-ropes [used to steer the boat] were instantly burnt off, (she being unprovided with the tiller chains expressly required by act of Congress,) when she of course became unmanageable, and, directed by the cur​rent, was hurled forward by the doubled power of her red-hot boilers and machinery. She soon struck the shore, and many passengers jumped to reach it, but very few succeeded—the rest were drowned and the boat rebounded into the current. The number of persons on board was about seventy, of whom about thirty are missing—drowned. The officers all escaped. The cause of the fire is not stated.

The New-Yorker was a weekly newspaper edited by Horace Greeley.
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