Lesson 2 Document 19: John Winter a Puritan living in 17th Century Maine writes  a letter to explain why his wife treated their servant Priscilla in a harsh manner

Need to edit and modernize language

You wirte of some yll reports given of my Wyfe for beatinge the maid; yf a faire waye will not yt, beating must, sometimes, uppon such Idle girrells as she is. Yf you think yt fitte for my wyfe to do all the worke & maide sitt still, she must forbeare her hands to strike, for then the worke wilily undonn. She hath bin now 2 yeares 1/2 in the house, & I do not thinke she hath risen 20 times before my Wyfe hath bin up to Call her, & many tymes light the fire before she Comes out of her bed. She hath twize gon a mechinge [marching] in the woodes, which we have bin faine to send all our Company to seeke. We Cann hardly keep her within doores after we ar gonn to beed, except we Carry the kay of the doore to beed with us. She never Could melke Cow nor goat since she Came hither. Our men do not desire to have her boyle the kittle for them she is so sluttish. She Cannot be trusted to serve a few piggs, but my wyfe most Commonly must be with her. She hath written home, I heare, that she was faine to ly uppon goates skins. She might take som goates skins to ly in her bedd, but not given to her for her lodginge. For a yeare & quarter or more she lay with my daughter uppon a good feather bed before my daughter being lacke [gone] 3 or 4 daies to Sacco [Saco, Maine], the maid goes into beed with her Cloth & stockins, & would not take the paines to plucke of[f] her Cloths: ...Her beating that she hath had hath never hurt her body nor limes [limbs]. She is so fatt & soggy she Cann hardly do any worke. This I write all the Company will

Justify. Yf this maid at her lasy tymes, when she hath bin found in her ill accyons [actions] do not deserve 2 or 3 blowes, I pray Judge You who hath most reason to Complaine, my wyfe or the maid


She hath an unthankeful office to do this she doth, for I thinke their was never that steward yet amonge such people as we have Could give them all Content. It does not pleas me well being she hath taken so much paines & Care to order things as well as she Could, & ryse in the morning rath, go to bed soe latte, & to have hard speches for yt.
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