Lesson 11 Document 28
Federal grand jury reports on Klan activity in South Carolina.
During the whole session we have been engaged in investigations of the most grave and extraordinary character – investigations of the crimes committed by the organization known as the Ku-Klux Klan. …

The jury has been shocked beyond measure at the … number and character of the atrocities committed, producing a state of terror and a sense of utter insecurity among a large portion of the people, especially the colored population. …

… the Klan, in carrying out the purposes for which it was organized and armed, inflicted summary vengeance on the colored citizens of these counties, by breaking into their houses at the dead of night, dragging them from their beds, torturing them .in the most inhuman manner, and in many instances murdering them; and this, mainly, on account of their political affiliations . . 
… many of the leading men of those counties were responsible . . . that large numbers of the most prominent citizens were members of the order. . .. . 
The jury has been appalled as much at the number of outrages as at their character, it appea ring that eleven murders and over six hund~ed whippings have been committed in York County alone . . . 

House Reports, 42nd Congress, 2nd Session, II, Part I, No. 22 (1872), 48-49 Quoted in A. B. Hart, American History Told by Contemporaries. New York. 495-97. 

Reprinted in Viewpoints: USA Bernard Feder (American Book Company, NY) 1967
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