Lesson 11 Document 26
Northern journalist, James S. Pike, a writes about the 1873 legislature in South Carolina

We will enter the House of Representatives. Here sit one hundred and twenty-four members. Of these, twenty-three are white men, representing the remains of the old civilization. These are good-looking substantial citizens . . . There they sit, grim and silent . . . They say little and do little as the days go by. They simply watch .the rising tide, and mark the progressive steps of the inundation . . . 

…  ninety-four are colored, and seven are their white allies . . . As things stand, the body is almost literally a Black Parliament . . . The Speaker is black, the Clerk is black, the little pages are black, the chairman of the Ways and Means is black, and the chaplain is coal-black. At some of the desks sit colored men whose types it would be hard to find outside of Congo; whose costume, visages, attitudes, and expression, only befit the forecastle of a buccaneer . . .  

… . Their struggles to get the floor, their bellowings and physical contortions, baffle description. … This mass of black representatives, however be well schooled in the arts of corruption. They knew precisely what they were about and just what they wanted . . . 

…The first lessons were, to be sure, given by whites from abroad. But the success of the carpet-baggers has stimulated the growth of knavish native demagogues, who bid fair to surpass their instructors. The imitative powers of the blacks and their destitution of morale put them already in the front ranks of the men who are robbing and disgracing the State, and cheating the gallows of its due. 
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