Tricking the Indians
In 1685 La Salle conducted a failed expedition to discover the mouth of the Mississippi River. He party included the Talon family who had three children. Pierre Talon Age 11 was left with the Cenis tribe of Indians to learn the language. Four of his sibling were left were also adopted by other tribes. The children spent the next 3 years with the tribes, learning language and customs. Eventually they were captured by the Spanish and brought to Mexico. Eventually they returned to France where they were questioned about their time among the Indians. The resulting report became a fascinating view of life in the Indian societies of the Southeast.
The Italian also mentioned previously having lived a long time with the same Clamcoehs, had learned the language perfectly.  But it happened finally that he displeased them in something, so that they determined to kill him.  He thwarted this with a trick, which marks the subtlety of the spirit and credulity of the savages.  Here it is.  He told these idiots that they were going to kill a man who loved them so much that he carried all of them in his heart and if they doubted it, he would prove it to them the next day, if they were willing to grant him these terms he would show them his open heart, and they would all see themselves there.  The savages, having spared his life until the next day put him to the test, did not fail to come around him very early in the morning in great numbers to see the effect of this promise, or kill him if he did not keep it. the Italian had so well affixed just over his heart the pocket mirror he had that the savages, who had never seen a mirror, did not suspect the trick, and calling them all, one after another he said to each one “There is my open heart to look do not see yourself.” And each one in fact seeing himself in a mirror they all remained amazed and allowed him to live. Pierre Talon himself confirms it, having heard the Italian himself tell about it when they saw each other in Mexico. 
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