Lesson 1 Document 6
Spaniard Cabeza de Vaca describes attack by Indians

De Vaca was part of a failed expedition to Florida which landed at Tampa Bay in 1528. Almost all of the entire party of 600 died. de Vaca and a few others survived and traveled for 8 year along the Gulf coast until they reached Mexico. Upon his returned to Spain in 1542, he published an account of his adventures among the Indians. 

On the second day of [our passage] we came to lake of difficult crossing … on reaching the middle we were attacked by many Indians from behind trees, who thus had covered themselves so that we might not get sight of them…They drove their arrows with such effect they wounded many of our men and horse. … 
Some for our men were wounded in this conflict, for whom the good armor they wore did not avail. There were those that day who said that they had seen two red oaks, each the thickness of the lower part of the leg, pierced through from side to side by arrows … considerate the power and skill with which the Indians are able to project them… 

The Indians we had so far seen in Florida are all archers. They go naked, are large of body, and appear at a distance like giants. They are of admirable proportions, very spare and for great activity and straight. The bows they use are as thick as the arm, of eleven or twelve palms in length, which they will discharge at two hundred paces with so great precision that they miss nothing. 
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