Lesson 1 Document 11 Captain John Smith Describes Virginia in an excerpt from his book, A Map of Virginia, published in 1612.

Virginia is a Country in America that lyeth behveene the degrees of 34 and 44 of the north latitude. The bounds thereof on the East side are the great Ocean. On the South lyeth Florida: on the North nova Francia. As for the West thereof, the limits are unknowne. [We will] speake, but only of that part which was planted by the English men in the yeare of our Lord, 1606.
 … The temperature of this countrie doth agree well with English constitutions being once seasoned to the country. …
…The sommer is hot as in Spaine; the winter colde as in Fraunce or England. …
…..The windes here are variable, but the like thunder and lightning to purify the aire, I have seldome either seen or heard in Europe…. Some times there are great droughts other times much raine, …
….There is but one entraunce by sea into this country and that is at the mouth of a very goodly Bay the widenesse whereof is neare 18. or 20. miles. …

….Virginia doth afford many excellent vegitables and living Creatures, yet grasse there is little or none, but what growelh in lowe Marishes: for all the Countrey is overgrowne with trees, whose droppings continually turneth their grasse to weedes, by reason of the rancknesse of the ground which would soone be amended by good husbandry. ….

…. A small beast they have, they call Assapanick but we call them flying squirrels, because spreading their legs, and so stretching the largencsse of their skins they have bin scene to fly 30 or 40 yards. An Opassom hath a head like a Swine, and a taile like a Rat, and is of the bignes of a Cat, Under her belly shee hath a bagge,  wherein shee lodgeth, carrieth, and suckleth her young. …
….Their Beares are very little in comparison of those of Muscovia and Tartaria. The Beaver is as bigge as an ordinary water dogge, but his legges exceeding short. His fore feete like a dogs, his hinder feet like a Swans. His taile somewhat like the forme of a Racket bare without haire, which to eate the Savages esteerne a great delicate. They have many otters which as the Beavers they take with snares, and . esteeme the skins great ornaments, and all of those beasts they use to feed when they  catch them.
 . . . The mildnesse of the aire, the fertilite of the soile, and the situation of the rivers are so propitious to the nature and use of man as no place is more convenient for pleasure, profit, and mans sustenance. Under that latitude or climat, herere will live any beasts, as horses, goats, sheep, asses, hens, etc., as appeared by .in that were carried thether. The waters, islets, and shoals, are full of safe harbours for ships of warre or marchandize, for boats of all sortes, for transportation, fishing, etc. The Bay and rivers have much marchandable fish and places fit for Salt coats, building of ships, making of iron, etc.
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