Lesson 4 Document 5

I, Francis Bright, of Roily, in Essex, clerk, have this present 2nd February, 1628, agreed with the Company of Adventurers for New-England, in America, to be ready with my wife, two children, and one maid-servant, by the beginning of March next, to t.1ke our passage to the Plantation at or near Massachusetts Bay, in New England, as where I do promise, God sparing me life and health, to serve the said Company in the work of the Ministry, by my true and faithful endeavors, for the space of three years. For and in consideration whereof:
1. That £20 shall be forthwith paid me by the Company’s treasurer towards charges of fitting myself with apparel and other necessaries for the voyage. 

2. That £10 more shall be paid me by him towards providing of books; which said books, upon my death or removal from the charge now intended to be transferred upon me, are to be and remain to such minister is shall succeed in my place …

3. That £20 yearly shall be paid me for three years, 

4. That during the said time, the Company shall provide for me and my family all necessaries of diet, housing, firewood …

5. That in convenient time a house shall be built, and certain lands allotted … for my use.

6. That at the expiration of the said three years, one hundred acres of land shall be assigned unto me, for me and my heirs forever. 

7. That in case I shall depart this life in that country, the said Company shall take care for my widow … and  the like for my children whilst they remain on the said Plantation. 

8. That the milk of two kine [cows] shall be appointed me toward the charge of diet for me and my family, as aforesaid, and half their increase during the said three years, to be likewise mine …
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