Lesson 4 Document 19
Spinster binds out four year old son as "apprentice and servant," 1723
Indenture of Margaret Perry, spinster and mother of John Hames her natural son by one John Hames, late of the same city of New York, mariner, deceased ... by these pres​ents doth put her said son John Hames, aged four years, an apprentice and servant unto John Vanloo, Gent., with him to live and after the manner of an apprentice and servant to serve him the said John Vanloo in any place or places whatsoever he the said John Vanloo shall think fit to reside or inhabit from the twelfth day of July, 1721, till the said child shall arrive at the age of eighteen years . . . During all which term the said mother doth promise, covenant, and agree to and with the said John Vanloo and his assigns that he the said John Hames shall dwell with and faithfully serve the said John Vanloo or his assigns.

That he shall at the age of ten years, if he so long live, by an indenture under his own hand and seal bind himself to his said master for and during all the residue of the said time which shall be then unexpired, if his said master or his assigns shall so require. And the said mas​ter during the said term shall by the best means or methods that he can teach or cause the said servant to be taught the art which he now useth, and shall find and provide unto the said apprentice or servant sufficient meat, drink, ap​parel, lodging and washing fitting for such an apprentice and servant, and shall also teach or cause the said servant to be taught to read and to write. For the true performance of all and every these covenants and agreements the said Margaret Perry and the said John Vanloo do bind themselves either of them to the other of them firmly by these presents in the penal sum of one hundred pounds current money of the province of New York.
 "Indentures of Apprentices, 1718-1727," in Collections of the New York Historical Society for the Year 1909, XLII (1910), 155-156.
Children and youth in America: a documentary history. Editor, Robert H. Bremner; associate editors, John Barnard, Tamara K. Hareven [and] Robert M. Mennel 

Cambridge, MA Harvard University Press 1970

Vol 1 1600-1865

P121
